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Saturday, June 25, was the perfect summer evening to hold Shirley Heinze’s 30

th
 Anniversary Summer Benefit -  

“Celebrating and Preserving the Gift” – at Sand Creek Country Club in Chesterton.  Honored guests enjoyed champagne 
and hors d’oeuvres and perused the many silent auction items.  After a delightful social time, everyone gathered in the 
banquet room for an elegant dinner, and they were welcomed and thanked by President Dale Engquist.  The Master of 
Ceremonies, Harry Porterfield, CBS Channel 2’s news anchor and commentator, directed the rest of the evening’s 
activities. 

The highlight of the evening was the program presented by Executive Director Kris Krouse, who focused on the strength of 
the organization’s work in advancing land conservation in Northwest Indiana.  A video included testimonies to the wonder of 
nature and to the preservation and restoration of precious habitats owned by Shirley Heinze.  Kris also spoke about this 
year’s “Funding the Cause” to advance the Mighty Acorns Program, an outdoor environmental science program for school 
children.  With auctioneer Jim Lestinsky leading the live auction and “Funding the Cause,” the guests responded with 
utmost generosity, donating over $100,000 that night, with $50,000 going to the Mighty Acorns program.  Everyone who 
worked on this event is very grateful to the loyal supporters of Shirley Heinze for the evening’s huge success that exceeded  
expectations. 

NEWS BRIEFS 

Sustain Our Great Lakes Grant Program 

A $450,870 grant from the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation’s Sustain Our Great Lakes grant program (SOGL) 
has been awarded to a bi-state collaboration of public and 
private conservation agencies headed by Friends of the 
Forest Preserves.  The project will provide restoration work 
including invasive species removal and prescribed burns at 
sites throughout the Chicago lakeplain in both Indiana and 
Illinois.  SHLT will receive $24,000 to control woody 
vegetation invading the fens at Greiner Nature Preserve and 

to control non-native invasive species throughout the site. 
 
SHLT has also received a $34,900 SOGL grant for 
restoration at Ambler Flatwoods.  This project will control 
invasive species, remove abandoned structures (a house and 
outbuildings) and establish native plants on the recently 
acquired Osysko, Werre and “40-acre” parcels of the 
preserve.  The project will employ students from the Great 
Lakes Innovative Stewardship Through Education Network 
(GLISTEN) and include an outreach component aimed at 
fostering stewardship of neighboring forested lands under 

private ownership.   

Danny Robertson Joins Stewardship Staff 

Danny Robertson has been hired as a full-time 
Stewardship Assistant.  Danny, a recent graduate 
of Purdue University, worked with SHLT on a part
-time basis during summer 2010.  He takes over 
responsibilities formerly held by Jim Erdelac, who 
now occupies the newly created position of  

Education & Volunteer Manager.  

 
Donnelley Grant Promotes Long-term Sustainability 

The Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley Foundation has awarded 
SHLT a grant of $28,000 to support communications planning 
and major donor cultivation.  The Board of Directors has 
established a new Communications and Marketing 
Committee to begin the work of developing a 
Communications Plan and laying the groundwork for a capital 
fundraising campaign. The Committee is currently 
entertaining proposals for a consultant to assist in the 
process. 

 

Ivy Tech Students Work in SHLT Preserves 

Two summer stewardship liaisons from Ivy Tech in 
Valparaiso worked at Shirley Heinze Land Trust nature 
preserves this summer under the auspices of the Great 
Lakes Innovative Stewardship through Education Network 
(GLISTEN).  Jana Crum and Heather Dulaney, both biology 
majors, performed a variety of tasks at several properties.  
They collected information on deer browse damage, 
monitored rare plants, and participated in invasive species 
control.  Both women plan to continue their studies at 
Valparaiso University after completing their programs at Ivy 
Tech. 

New Bridge and Trail Dedicated at Little Calumet 
Wetlands 

Some 100 persons attended our annual 
community hike at the Little Calumet 
Wetlands Preserve in Chesterton on 
August 27.  The event featured a ribbon-
cutting ceremony to formally open a new 
riverside trail that can be accessed via a 
unique eco-friendly bridge constructed at 
the site.  SHLT hopes to promote the 
new preserve as an educational 
resource for the community and a hub 
for outdoor activities such as hiking, 
canoeing, fishing, and birding.  
 

New Stewardship Equipment 

A  $3,000 grant from the Norcross        
Wildlife Foundation has funded the 
purchase of a UTV fire pump skid unit 
with high pressure pump and 55-
gallon tank.  The new equipment will 
help us conduct controlled burns more  
efficiently and safely.  We have also 

acquired a new snow plow and winch for our Polaris Ranger 
all-terrain vehicle, using funds provided by the NiSource 
Charitable Foundation. 

 
 

  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Now through October 2 
Shirley Heinze Land Trust 30

th
 Anniversary 

Exhibit at the Westchester Township History 
Museum, 700 W. Porter Avenue, Chesterton.  
Museum hours are Wednesday through 
Sunday, 1pm to 5pm. 
 
Saturday, October 1, 9:30am-12 noon 
Annual Donor Hike at Ambler Flatwoods, 
featuring the dedication of a new 150-acre 
addition as a state nature preserve.  Free 
nature hikes will be followed by a luncheon at 
Tryon Farm.  Consult the website for more 
information. 
 
Friday, November 18, 11:30am-1:30pm 
30

th
 Anniversary Luncheon at Pottawattomie 

Country Club in Michigan City, featuring a 
presentation by Erin Heskett, National Services 
Director of the Land Trust Alliance.  Consult 
the website for more information. 
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Karner Blue Butterfly Sponsors 
MONOSOL 
NIPSCO 
 
Green Heron Sponsors 
Tim Griffin & Suzy Vance 
Tim & Anne Walsh 
Marvin & Kathleen Zelkowitz 
 
Yellow Lady’s Slipper Sponsors 
(Corporate) 
ArcelorMittal 
AudioBahn 
BP America - Whiting Refinery 
 
Yellow Lady’s Slipper Sponsors 
(Individuals) 
Marty Balogh & Carl Stimson 
Lionel Bolin & Jean Rudd 
Steven Cohen & Michael Godnick 
Irene Herlocker-Meyer 
Don & Peg Mohar 
Barbara Plampin, Ph.D. 
Ray Szarmach & Deb Ramstorf 
 
Corporate Sponsors 
General Insurance Services - Craig Menne 
Lakeside Wealth Management Group 

Individual Sponsors 
Dale & JoAnn Engquist 
Sara Leonard 
Ralph & Carol Lerner 
Jim Morrow 
Myrna Newgent 
Marshall Blankenship & Susan Perdomo 
John & Rachel Saxon 
 
Corporate Contributors 
Porter Bank 
Weiss Family Charitable Foundation 
 
Individual Contributors 
Alexander & Rinda Allison 
Lionel Bolin & Jean Rudd 
Lee Botts 
Walt & Cindy Breitinger 
Warren & Betty Canright 
Jim Dickes 
Jim Differding 
Todd & Laura Elliot 
Richard & Ellen Emrich 
Dale & JoAnn Engquist 
John & Ruth Grote 
Jay & Molly Harrison 
Ervin & Marilyn Hawrylwicz 
John & Edmar Hoppe 

Roberta Jaffe 
Larry Jensen & Rosemary Gemperle 
Bernard Lootens 
Paddy McNamara 
Richard & Leslie Miller 
Tony & Mary-Carol Puntillo 
Alex & Jude Rakowski 
Mark Reshkin 
Jerry Roman & Liz Engquist 
Tina Rongers 
Pete & Monique Rub 
J.E. & Regina Rurode 
Leonard Schwarz 
Mallory Scott 
Robert & Joyce Shone 
John & Mary Kay Swanson 
Nicholas Timm & Deborah Longworth 
Ronald Trigg 
Tim & Anne Walsh 
Roger Wykes II 

“FUNDING THE CAUSE” DONORS 

2011 SUMMER BENEFIT SUPPORTERS 

IN-kind Contributors 
 
American Licorice 

Jeannene Anderson 
The Art Institute 
Geoffrey Baer 
Marty Balogh & Carl Stimson 
Beach Bum Jewels 

Hank & Joan Bliss 
Lee Botts 
Walt & Cindy Breitinger 
Buffalo Books 
Bukva Imaging Group 

Cardno J.F. New 
Chesterton Feed & Garden Center 
Chicago Shakespeare Theater 
Chicago Chamber Musicians 
Steven Cohen & Michael Godnick 

Daisy Belle Bijou Jewelry - Karen 
MacDonald 
Karl & Kathy Dennis 
Constantine Dillon 
Dunes Walk Inn 

Hannah Eads 
Janet Edwards 
Eiteljorg Museum 

Ella Bella 
Dale & JoAnn Engquist 

Jim Erdelac 
Fogo de Chao Brazilian Steakhouse 
Troy Ford 
Jane Gard 
John & Patricia Geffert 

Dorothy Harza 
Hilton Arc de Triomphe 
William Hinchliff 
Hyatt Hotels & Resorts 
Indian Summer Boutique 

Indianapolis Convention & Visitors 
Association 
Larry Jensen 
Cindy Krivanec 
Kristine Kysel 

Shawn LaPaich 
Leelanau Conservancy 
Sara Leonard 
Carol Lerner 
Local Food Company 

Lubeznik Center for the Arts 
Lynn Lyon 
Martin Bender Jeweler 
Jim Michener 

Don & Peg Mohar 
Morton Arboretum 

Mr. Handyman - Curt Cipares 
Myrna Newgent 
Marc T. Nielsen, Interior Design 
Studio 
NCAA Hall of Champions 

Neahatawanta Inn 
New Orleans Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 
Eve Noonan 
Northlight Theatre 

Linda Parduhn 
Pekron Consulting 
Trent Pendley 
Dan Plath 
Ravinia Festival 

Red Cup Café & Deli 
Regal Rabbit 
The Ridges Sanctuary 
Riverstone Bead Company 
Ross Fishing Charters 

Royal Sonesta 
Sand Creek Country Club 
Scartozzi’s Trattoria 
Sleeping Bear Dunes 

Shady Creek Winery 
Shedd Aquarium 

Sheraton Chicago 
Sinai Forum at PNC - Wendy 
Levenfeld 
South Shore Arts 
SouthShore Freight Railroad 

St. Elmo Steakhouse 
Stone Harbor Resort & Conference 
Center 
Ray Szarmach & Deb Ramstorf 
Pat Taylor 

Terzo Piano 
Nicholas Timm & Deborah 
Longworth 
Tonya’s Patisserie 
Towle Theater 

Trianon Palace Versailles Waldorf 
Astoria 
Brad & Sarah Tunis 
USA Hosts New Orleans 
Suzy Vance 

Tim & Anne Walsh 
Ann Werner 
Wicked Women 
The Wine Sellers 

ANONYMOUS  
Sharon Adley  
Don Babcock  
Marty Balogh  
Steve & Nicole Barker  
Daniel Bender  
Marshall Blankenship  
   & Susan Perdomo  
Hank & Joan Bliss  
Larry Boehlke  
Lee Botts  
Jonathan Boyer  
Joseph Brennan & Leslie Shad 
Warren & Pat Buckler  
Don & Sue Bull  
Jennifer Burkhart  
Megan Campbell  
Mary Cavallini  
Dolores Connelly & Dan Casey 
David Cram  
Denise DeClue & Mike McCluskey 
Karl & Kathy Dennis  
Richard Emrich  

Ron & Joan Engel  
Dale & JoAnn Engquist  
Brad Etlin 
Kristine Fallon  
Tammie Fero  
Art Franke  
Jack Frost  
Judith Gaskell  
Michael Godnick & Steven Cohen  
Carlyn Goettsch  
Andrew Griffin 
Tim Griffin  
Gerry & Mara Hayes  
Dale Helmers  
Laura Henderson  
Irene Herlocker-Meyer  
Jocelyn Hibshman  
Leonard Hoops  
Jake & Alane Jacobs  
Jim & Janet Kaminski  
Mark Klein & Mary Wagner 
Bradley & Debra Koeppen 
Dorothy Kolpak  

Greg & Rebecca Kozlik  
Cindy Krivanec  
Klint Krouse  
Paul & Barb Labus  
Hans Lagoni  
William Lepak  
Paul & Mia Levy  
Chip & Wendy Mang  
Howard & Mary Marvel  
Craig & Heather Menne  
Dan McDowell  
George & Maureen Miz  
Don & Peg Mohar  
MonoSol  
Sarah Moore  
Jim & Barbara Murray  
Dawn Narjes  
Myrna Newgent  
Chuck Oberlie  
John & Sheila Pacholski  
Noel & Sarah Pavlovic  
Barbara Plampin  
Dan & Vicky Plath  

George & Andrea Platz  
Paul & Karen Quinlan  
John Ross  
John & Rachel Saxon  
Graham & Julee Stephenson  
Jeff Sweeney  
Pat Taylor  
Bill Taylor & Donna Norkus  
Brad & Sarah Tunis  
Tim & Anne Walsh  
Duane & Ann Waugh  
Jodi Watkins 
Ron Wennekes & Valerie Taglieri 
Lance & Ann Werner  
David Western  
Kale & Helen Williams  
Jennifer Wilson  
Marvin & Kathleen Zelkowitz 


