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 Shirley Heinze Land Trustôs land acquisitions for 

2008 were relatively small, totaling about 13 acres, but 

they are very significant. 

 In May we purchased a six-acre addition to John 

Merle Coulter Nature Preserve in Porter County.  Even 

though it is badly damaged by all-terrain vehicle use, the 

property, which lies along the Burns Waterway, provides 

important buffer to the delicate habitat at Yellow Birch 

Fen, an Indiana Heritage Trust project at this state 

dedicated preserve. 

 In December we received a donation of 3.3 acres 

along the northern boundary of Cressmoor Prairie in Lake 

County.  The acquisition has significant natural value, but 

it is most important as a buffer between the preserve, one 

of the largest intact remnants of black-soil prairie in the 

state, and a major housing subdivision proposed for the 

adjoining golf course property. 

 We also acquired, via tax sale and purchase, a 

number of lots in the Great Marsh area of Beverly Shores.  

This wetland, the remains of a vast marsh that once 

paralleled the shoreline of Lake Michigan from Gary to 

Michigan City, has great significance for the lakeôs water 

quality.  The National Park Service is currently 

undertaking a major restoration project in the area that 

should, among other improvements, attract migrating 

waterfowl in numbers not seen for decades. 

 Shirley Heinze Land Trust has a clear-cut set of 

policies and criteria to guide its land acquisition efforts.  

Our top priority is to save the highest quality natural land, 

especially properties that exhibit a high degree of 

biodiversity and/or serve as habitat for rare or endangered 

species.  But we also recognize that our chances of 

preserving that diversity are much greater on larger pieces 

of property than on small isolated parcels.  Thatôs why we 

give preference to acquisitions that add to, buffer around, 

or provide corridors between already existing protected 

areas. 

 Keeping to this theme, we are well along in 

negotiations that we expect will result this year in the 

acquisition of major additions to Ivanhoe South Nature 

Preserve in Lake County and Ambler Flatwoods in 

LaPorte County.  We also have hopes of acquiring some 

key riparian habitat in Porter County in the near future. 

 The process of acquiring land for preservation is 

hard work, and many factors ï funding, partnerships, 

timing, luck ï play a role in any successful transaction.  

While we investigate every possibility that comes our 

way, Shirley Heinze Land Trust reserves its greatest 

efforts for those acquisitions with the greatest potential 

impact for biodiversity preservation.  We feel this is the 

best way to fulfill our mission and to earn the trust and 

respect of our supporters and partners.   ~   Ron Trigg 
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Shirley Heinze Land Trust is pleased to announce new financial 

support in 2008 from the following foundations:   

The Efroymson Family Fund, a CICF Fund 

Louise H. Landau Foundation 

White Family Foundation 
 

We also gratefully acknowledge continuing grant support during 

the past year from the following: 

John W. Anderson Foundation 

Chicago Wilderness 

Gaylord & Dorothy Donnelley Foundation 

Land Trust Alliance  

Legacy Foundation of Lake County  

Michigan City Community Enrichment Corporation  

Miller Community Fund  

NiSource Environmental Challenge Fund 

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
 

Grant funds are important to us, particularly in support of 

specific projects, but donations from individual supporters 

remain the backbone of our organization. 
 

Your personal contributions often help us leverage support from 

grant-issuing organizations by providing matching funds, which 

can be a requirement for grant applications. Your individual 

support is vital to our success! 

FOUNDATION AND GRANT SUPPORT 

 Chuck and Mary Chuman have always loved 

the outdoors.  They met on an outing sponsored by 

a Seattle mountaineering club.  Both were working 

at the University of Washington Hospital at the 

time.  Chuck, a neurosurgeon, and Mary, a 

neurological physiologist, became a couple and 

moved to Chicago, Chuckôs boyhood home.  Their 

interest in the natural world led them to visit the 

Indiana Dunes, where Chuck introduced Mary to 

hiking trails he had first explored when he was just 

eleven. 

 Eventually the two moved to the lakeside 

community of Dune Acres, where they have lived 

for the past 21 years in a home just a short walk 

from the beach.  ñI first learned about Shirley 

Heinze,ò says Mary, ñsoon after we moved to the 

Dunes.  I followed Barbara Plampin on her nature walks, and I picked up brochures about the 

organization from her.ò  With an interest thus sparked, Mary and Chuck soon learned more about 

the Heinze Trust and its work, started participating in its guided hikes and other programs, and 

became regular donors. 

 Chuck has developed a great appreciation for the way in which Shirley Heinze Land Trust 

fulfills its mission.  ñThey have extremely knowledgeable people who have studied the natural 

history of this area and understand what the wilderness here once looked like,ò he says.  ñI am 

impressed by the efficiency and resourcefulness evident in their efforts to restore the land to its 

original natural integrity.ò 

 Chuck and Mary have embraced the Northwest Indiana community and become very active 

in it, juggling professional responsibilities with numerous volunteer and philanthropic activities.  

Chuck maintains a medical office in Crown Point, and he is on the staff at St. Anthony Medical 

Center in Crown Point, and St. Mary Medical Center in Hobart.  Mary performs some duties as a 

health care consultant, but she gives much of her time to a variety of local non-profits.  She 

conducted a youth reading program at the Westchester Township Library for a number of years, 

and she recently was guest curator of an exhibit at the Township History Museum celebrating the 

Town of Dune Acresô 85th anniversary.  She is also active with the Chesterton Art Center. 

 Chuck and Mary Chuman are successful professionals who have always found time to give 

back to their community.  We are pleased that their love of nature and vibrant curiosity have drawn 

them to Shirley Heinze Land Trust, and we are delighted to include them as members of our 

family.  ~  Ron Trigg 
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