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LITTLE CALUMET WETLAND IS
OUR NEWEST ACQUISITION

NiSource Charitable Foundation Provides Grant &5

Shirley Heinze Land Tr
30-acre property along the Little Calumet River in
Westchester Township, adjacent to the north Porter
County community of Chesterton. The river bisects thiJsss
new nature preserve, which includes some old oxbows
and a variety of wetland habitats. Floodplain comprises
much of the property, but it also contains upland wood g
and areas dominated by shrubs and sedges. Itis a hag
for wildlife and a prime fishing spot for anglers out for §&
trout and salmon.

The Heinze Trust has been pursuing this property 18
two years, and early this year we signed a purchase o _ _
agreement contingent on acquisition of sufficient funds to@lS0 anticipate making the property accessible for a
complete the deal. The breakthrough in our fundraising Vvariety of recreational uses, including canoeing, hiking,
efforts came in June when the NiSource Charitable birding, nature study, and
Foundation announced a $50,000 grant. The check was addition to our land holdings and a great resource for the
formally presented at theCRAMMYNét¥r st ds annual summ
benefit by Don Babcock, director of economic The preservation of this property also adds a boost to
development for the Northern Indiana Public Service efforts to promote watershed protection and flood control
Company (NIPSCO). He also announced a ddétiar along this important waterway. Several public and
dollar match up to an additional $25,000 for all individual private entities protect land along the Little Calumet. The
donations pledged at the evertr 6s Ataedwaniemgdarend ocw
raised more than $100,000 for the project. preserve at Red Mill County Park in LaPorte County.

AWe are gr at-gdndingcommitment h &ther gretested riparian habitat on the Little Calumet
to land conservation taken by NIPSCO and its parent ~ 0ccurs in the Heron Rookery and Bailly/Chellberg units
corporation, NiSource, o s &fyngianaRuags Natigngl bakeghore, and inprpperies | s
Krouse. fAiWedve devel oped &Wngdbytheingliana BapartingniohNatyral Res@uiges
years, and we are grateful for the support they have Coffee Creek Watershed Conservancy, and the Town of
provided for many of our restoration and educational Porter Parks Department. p
projects. 0

AThis new property, o CH
many unique opportunities. It is located within sight of

I 0T it

Check it Out!

Elementary \— —/
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 Donor Profile - Page 2 look forward to Shirley Heinze Land Tifust
. BP employees lend  hand - Page 3 working with website has a host of new features making it
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‘H 6 Mi - A
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to develop it as
an outdoor
learning
laboratory. We
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Donor Profile

home in Chicago, and Mark devotes much
of his time to the business.

Like many before them, Mark and
Mary can trace their association with Shirley
Heinze back to an encounter with life board
member Barbara Plampin. It was a guided
walk through the McAllister Prairie project
area, and Mary emerged from the experience
anxious to learn more about the diverse
plant life of the Dunes and enamored of

Barbarabs botanic expe
up, 6 she confides, |
Pl ampin. o

AnWe really | ove Shir
Mar k. AfWe appreciate

a smaller scale than big national groups, and

that they pursue their work fearlessly and
bol dly. o Over the ye
MARY WAGNER & MARK KLEIN have participated in many Heinze Trust
activitiesi hikes, workdays, prescribed
burnsi and they generously support our
It was awrong turn 10 yearsagothat f undr ai sing drives and
first brought Mark Klein and Mary Wagner  of preserving natural lands has great appeal
to the I ndiana Dunesfor iwe, weraddsi Mamnyg, 0
back to Chicago from Michigan, and we got impressed with the caliber of the people
|l ost in Beverly Shoriesvol ea¢gswiMahyt he AMei n
drove through the dunes and to the lake, and Botany has become an increasingly
we knew right away that this was wherewe i mport ant part of Mary

wanted our second
years they had their own place there. That

h o pneduced a batk$t % H L QtQuHd) TV * XL C

Plants of the Indiana Dunefyr Beverly

simple navigational error changed their lives Shores residents. Moreover, her fascination

and was a stroke of good luck for Shirley
Heinze Land Trust.

Mark and Mary both grew up in the
greater Chicago area, and they met each
other in a camera shop while still teenagers.
Each went on to earn a degree in
photographyi Mark at lllinoisChicago and
Mary at Northern lllinois. After several
years working for other companies, they
founded their own business in 2004. MK
Films Corp, based in Chicago, is a
production facility for television
commercials. The couple still maintains a

with plant life has steered her life in an
entirely new direction. She is studying
Chinese herbal medicine at the Chicago
College of Healing Arts, and she hopes one
day to practice her skills professionally.
Mark Klein and Mary Wagner recently
celebrated 20 years together; they are two
talented, interesting people with a strong
sense of their place in and responsibility to
the natural worl d.
formed a partnership with them and look
forward to many more years of working
together p

Upcoming Events

September 5 -13:

September 19 -20:

Lake Michigan Coastal Week in Northwest October 3:
Indiana.

Harvest Festival at Indiana Dunes National October 11:
Lakeshoreds Chell berg| Far m.
Eco-Fit Challenge in Michigan City. November:

September 20:

Donor Hike at Spangler Fen in Hobart

from 10 a.m.0 2 p.m.

LTA National Land Conservation Conference in
Portland.
SHLTO®s

Annual Appeal
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