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Remembering the past, Protecting the future 
 Shirley Heinze Land Trust took a giant leap forward 

last year in its efforts to protect the rare boreal flatwoods 

natural community in LaPorte County.  We acquired 

more than 100 acres adjacent to Ambler Flatwoods 

Nature Preserve in two unrelated transactions.  The 

additions increase the total amount of protected land at 

the site to 310 acres, making Ambler our largest preserve 

by far.   

 We purchased 90 acres from the Gordon Robison 

Family Trust in December 2009.  This was an Indiana 

Heritage Trust project, and our partners were the Division 

of Nature Preserves of the Indiana DNR, The Nature 

Conservancy, and the National Resource Damage Fund, 

all of which contributed funds toward the purchase. 

 Most of the new property is bottomland forest, 

through which runs the Lubke Arm of White Ditch, a 

tributary of Lake Michigan.  It also includes a pine-and-

oak tree farm and abandoned farmland that provide a high

-quality buffer for the existing nature preserve and hold 

good potential for restoration. 

 In October 2009, we also accepted a donation of 13 

acres from Theodore Werre, a New Albany attorney who 

grew up on the property when it was part of his 

grandparentsô farm.  (See profile of Werre on page 7.) 

 ñWe are delighted with these new additions to 

Ambler Flatwoods,ò says executive director Kris Krouse.  

ñAn intensive boreal flatwoods conservation planning 

project, which we launched in 2008, helped us identify 

high-quality parcels and educate the public on the 

importance of preservation.  These two acquisitions are 

direct results of that effort.  The 90-acre Robison addition 

represents our 

largest single 

acquisition ever.ò 

 ñBoth these 

properties were long

-held family 

estates,ò continues 

Krouse.  ñIt was the 

children who grew 

up on them who 

were the most 

determined to see 

them preserved.  I 

was very moved to 

hear their tales of 

youthful adventures 

in these woods, and 

Iôm pleased that we 

have been able to 

fulfill their dreams of protecting this land so that their 

descendants and the general public can enjoy it, now and 

in the future.ò 

 The amazing flatwoods ecosystem at Ambler harbors 

relict populations of plant species typical of more 

northern forests, and it provides habitat for at least 15 

state-listed plants and 40 considered rare in the Chicago 

Region, according to stewardship manager Paul Quinlan.  

ñThere is also a diverse variety of animal life,ò he says, 

ñand I am confident these new parcels will provide 

additions to our species lists.ò  ƿ 
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