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 ANNUAL SUMMER BENEFIT,  

“Moonlight in Duneland” 

A GLOWING SUCCESS FOR 

SHIRLEY HEINZE LAND TRUST 
 

   At its 7th annual summer benefit, “Moonlight in Duneland,” Shirley 

Heinze Land Trust raised nearly $80,000 from 131 donors toward the purchase 

of a major addition to Ambler Flatwoods Nature Preserve during a “Funding 

The Cause” paddle raiser. "We are delighted and gratified by the generosity of 

our supporters and the community," said Board President Dale Engquist. 

"Ambler is a very special place, and we are excited by the opportunity to 

protect another piece of this unusual landscape for the people of Northwest 

Indiana.”  The Heinze Trust and The Nature Conservancy are partners in the 

effort to purchase a 40-acre parcel east of Michigan City.  Paul Labus, 

Northwest Indiana Regional Director of The Nature Conservancy, addressed 

the audience regarding the joint purchase and partnership. (On August 9, 2010, 

the purchase was accomplished, and SHLT took ownership of the property.)  

 More than 320 guests attended the fundraising dinner at the Waterbird 

Lakeside Banquet Center in Chesterton on Saturday, June 26. The 

organization and its guests were delighted by the participation of Geoffrey 

Baer from WTTW 11, who served as master of ceremonies and showed clips 

of programs he produced about the interaction of people and nature along the 

shore of Lake Michigan. While the National Emmy Award-winning producer 

may be best known for his work on the architectural history of Chicago and 

the beauty of Lake Michigan, he greatly supports the restoration of the natural 

environment in his “backyard” of Northwest Indiana.   

 Don Babcock, Director of Economic Development at NIPSCO, spoke 

at the event, stressing the importance of conservationists working together 

with business leaders to protect our natural areas and create new employment 

opportunities. NIPSCO was the Event Sponsor for “Moonlight in Duneland.”  

Over the years, NIPSCO has been a substantial supporter of Shirley Heinze, 

last year contributing over $75,000 for a project to improve public access to 

the Little Calumet River in Chesterton.  “We continue to be extremely grateful 

for NIPSCO’s longstanding commitment to land conservation in Northwest 

Indiana and the relationship we’ve developed with them over the years,” said 

SHLT Executive Director Kris Krouse.  The Louise H. Landau Foundation 

was also honored for its ongoing support of the Heinze Trust. 

 Honorary Chairpersons this year were Erin Heskett, Midwest Director 

of Land Trust Alliance; Chesterton Town Manager Bernard Doyle; Mayor 

Chuck Oberlie of Michigan City; and Mayor Kathy Chroback of LaPorte.  

 Guests were served champagne and appetizers as they arrived and 

mingled, while local musicians Silver Rain performed nature-themed music in 

the background.  The reception was followed by a formal gourmet dinner 

featuring beef tenderloin in a crimini mushroom sauce. A red and white wine 
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selection was served throughout the evening, and white chocolate raspberry 

cake was offered for dessert.  

 At the always popular silent auction, guests inspected a variety of 

enticing items including nature-related objets d’art, paintings, and unique 

outings and expeditions.  A Trail Creek kayaking expedition hosted by Dan 

Plath, Shirley Heinze Board Member and President of the Northwest Indiana 

Paddling Association, was featured again this year along with a sailboat and 

pontoon cruise. The live portion of the auction, where guests could bid on 

“one of a kind” getaway and adventure packages, featured a tour of Grand 

Teton National Park with a former National Geographic photographer, tickets 

to the Philadelphia International Flower Show, a Dream Day at Wrigley Field, 

a “Green Tour” of Vancouver with a luxurious hotel stay, and a “Behind the 

Scenes” tour of the Field Museum. The annual benefit is a celebration of the 

accomplishments of Shirley Heinze Land Trust and serves as a key source of 

support for land acquisition and restoration programs.  ☼ 
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Event Sponsor 
NIPSCO  
 

Corporate Table Sponsors 
ArcelorMittal 
AudioBahn  
BP Whiting Refinery 
General Insurance Services 
JF New and Associates 
Lakeside Wealth Management Services  
LaPorte Savings Bank 
MonoSol, LLC 
Purdue University Calumet 
South Shore Freight Railroad 
 
 

Event Contributors   
Naturally Native Nursery 
Weiss Family Charitable Foundation  
 
 

Individual Sponsors  
Marty Balogh & Carl Stimson 
Daniel Bender 
Lee Botts 
Steven Cohen and Michael Godnick 
Joyce and David Drake 
Dale Engquist 
Irene Herlocker-Meyer 
Sara Leonard 
Ralph and Carol Lerner 
Don and Peg Mohar 
J. Timothy Ritchie and Richard Brannon 
Jean Rudd and Lionel Bolin 
John and Rachel Saxon 
Leslie Shad and Joseph Brennan 
Art and Jan Smith 
Joan Solbeck 
Suzy Vance and Tim Griffin 
Anne and Tim Walsh 
Kale and Helen Williams 
 

Individual Contributors 
Joan and John Blew 
Terry Bonace 
Bill and Mary Carstedt 
Warren and Elizabeth Canright 
JoAnn Day 
James Dickes and James Differding 
Dale and JoAnn Engquist 
Joan and Ron Engel 
Mary Ferazza 
Mary Henrichs 
John and Edmar Hoppe 
Joseph and Rosalie Isaccson 
Henry Jones 
Mark Kurth and Shelby Moravec 
Naida Lehmann 
Sara Leonard 
Osa MacLane 
Edward Master 
Louisa McPharlan 
Craig Menne 

Kristina Parker and Craig Shillinglaw 
Meilyn Rooney 
David Schau 
Richard and Mary Schau 
Mallory Scott 
Ray and Mary Ann Tittle 
John Vail 
Anne Walsh 
 

 

In-Kind Contributors  
Amy Braunlich 
American Licorice Company 
Anne and Tim Walsh  
Arlene Beglin 
B and R Foundation 
Bob and Jane Stanley 
Brad and Sarah Tunis 
Briar Leaf Golf Club 
Bruce Hirsch Photography Studio 
Café Elite  
Cara Petros 
Carlyn Goettsch  
Carol Alberti 
Carol Lerner  
Chef Marcus Bright 
Chesterton Feed and Garden Center  
Chicago Botanic Gardens 
Chicago Chamber Musicians 
Chicago Cubs 
Chicago Shakespeare Theatre 
Concept Beyond Tomorrow  
Creative Hands 
Creme de La Crop 
Dan and Vicky Plath  
David Beleckis 
Dawn Anne Wells  
Dorothy Harza  
Dr. Gregory Mueller 
Gayle Farrington  
Geoffrey Baer 
Grand Hotel  
Holly Jackson 
Hubbard Street Dance Chicago 
Indian Summer Boutique  
John Geffert  
Katie Phillips 
Kathy and Karl Dennis  
Larry Jensen  
The Field Museum 
Leonardo  
Linda Kennedy 
Linda Parduhn  
Marc T. Nielsen, Interior Design Studio 
Mark Kurth and Shelby Moravec 
Martin Binder Jeweler 
Michael Sample 
Morton Arboretum 
Myrna and John Newgent  
Northlight Theatre 
Northwest Indiana Symphony 
Pat Taylor 
Peg and Don Mohar 
PeyBack Foundation 
Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau,   

   Loews Hotels, SoleFood and Parc Restaurant 
Ravinia Festival 
Rebecca Kozlik 
Regal Rabbit 
Reverie Spa  
Scott and Jenny Vidimos  
Serenity Salon and Spa  
Shawn Lapaich 
Sinai Forum at PNC—Wendy Levenfeld  
South Shore Arts  
Chicago South Shore and South Bend Railroad 
Stop 50 Woodfired Pizzeria  
Suzy Vance  
Timeline Theatre 
Tonya's Patisserie  
Tourism Vancouver and  
   Fairmont Hotels of Vancouver 
Towle Theatre 
Troy Ford 
Walt Bukva  
WaterBird Lakeside Inn and Spa  
Wayne and Beth Welter  
Wicked Women 
 
 

2010 SUMMER BENEFIT SUPPORTERS 



Corporate/Organizations 
The Nature Conservancy 
Chicago South Shore and South Bend 
Railroad  
 

Individuals 
Gregory  Adamo 
S.K. Adley 
Lance and Carol Alberti 
Charles Aron 
Don Babcock 
Marshall Blankenship and Susan Perdomo 
Hank and Joan Bliss 
Bob Boklund 
Lionel Bolin and Jean Rudd 
Terry Bonace  
Lee Botts  
Cynthia and Walt Breitinger 
Warren and Pat Buckler 
Margaret Byrne 
Kelly Carmichael 
Mary and Bill Carstedt 
Steven Cohen and Michael Godnick 
Greg Colton 
Rosemary Crowley 
Jan and Anneke Dekker 
Karl and Kathy Dennis 
Laurie Dettmers 
Javier Diaz 
Bernard Doyle 
Charles Doyle 
Joyce and David Drake 
Laura and Todd Elliott 
Joan and Ron Engel 
Dale and JoAnn Engquist 
Kristine Fallon and Jeffrey Sweeney 
Mary Ann Finnegan 
Rosemarie Foy 
John Frost 
Judith Gaskell 
Rosemary Gemperle and Larry Jensen 
Carlyn Goettsch 
Andrew and Moira Griffin 
Tim Griffin and Suzy Vance 
Charles Haffner III 
Ava Hakim 
Meg Haller and Claudia Geise 
Eileen and Marc Heisler 
Laura Henderson 
Sandy Henderson 
Irene Herlocker-Meyer 
Anne Heywood 
Jocelyn Hibshman 
John and Edmar Hoppe 
Alane and Jake Jacobs 
Rose Jagust 
Brad and Debra Koeppen 
Dorothy Kolpak 
Sue and Bernie Konrady 
Roger Kotecki 
Gregory and Rebecca Kozlik 
Jewel  Kozlowski 
Cynthia Krivanec 
Kris and Heidi Krouse 
Judy and Byron Kuttig 

Paul and Barbara Labus 
Jeff and Jane Larson 
Sara Leonard 
Bill Lepak 
Paul and Mia Levy 
J. Christoph and Char Lichtenfeld 
Greg Lyman and Margaret Williford 
Phyllis Mandler 
Chip and Wendy Mang 
Peter Martinez and Elizabeth Brackett 
Teresa Massa 
Janice  Means 
Craig and Heather Menne 
Richard and Marcia Metzcus 
Dorothy Miller 
Don and Peg Mohar 
Ita Moriarty 
Leigh and Marcia Morris 
Barbara Murray 
Jacqueline Murray 
Kay Nelson 
John and Myrna Newgent 
Dale Nichols 
Eve and Ed Noonan 
Kathy Nyquist 
Chuck Oberlie and Charmain Kalk 
Joan Olin 
Lorain Olsen 
Brian and Linda Parduhn 
Michelle Parduhn 
Sarah and Noel Pavlovic 
Dr. Barbara Plampin 
Dan and Vicky Plath 
Roz Potter 
Janice Raible 
Tim and Shelley Rice 
J. Timothy  Ritchie 
Jerry Roman 
John Ross 
Chuck and Annette Roth 
Monique Rub 
Skip and Patrice Rudzinski 
Laurel Rundle 
Lisa Sarsany 
Rachel and John Saxon 
Ken and Peg Schoon 
Bud and Loretta Schwarz 
David Schwarz 
Leslie Shad and Joe Brennan 
Debra Shore 
Jack Shouba 
Michael Siwietz 
Art and Jan Smith 
Marcia Smith 
Joan Solbeck 
Judith Stanton 
Carole Stodder and Tom Brand 
John and Mary Kay Swanson 
Bill Taylor and Donna Norkus 
Laura Thompson 
Nicholas Timm and Deborah Longworth 
Ron Trigg 
Brad and Sarah Tunis 
Anne and Tim Walsh 
Duane and Anne Waugh 
Wayne and Beth Welter 

Lance and Ann Werner 
Kale and Helen Williams 
Tracy Woolsey 
Nancy Joan Wykes 
Marvin and Kathleen Zelkowitz  

“FUNDING THE CAUSE” DONORS TO THE AMBLER FLATWOODS EXPANSION PROJECT 


