
HEINZE Sights  

                                                                                                                                                                                            

The Newslet ter of  Shi r ley Heinze Land Trust ,  Inc . 

Volume 13 Å Issue 2 Fall - 2010 

In these difficult economic times, Northwest 

Indiana, like the rest of the country, suffers from high 

rates of unemployment.  Many people from the steel and 

other related industries ï the backbone of our local 

economy ï have been laid off.  These workers have 

many skills and are accustomed to hard work, but 

employment prospects remain dim and they face a 

struggle to support their families. 

Shirley Heinze Land Trust has participated this 

summer in an innovative new program aimed at 

addressing this problem.  The Green Infrastructure Jobs 

Program (known informally as ñGreen Jobsò) is a joint 

project of the non-profit Wildlife Habitat Council and 

the United States Forest Service.  The American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 provides 

federal funding (often referred to as ñstimulus moneyò) 

to support the project. 

Six unemployed men were selected for the project, 

and they are being paid for their time at an hourly rate.  

They are learning specific skills that could lead to 

permanent jobs in habitat restoration, according to 

Daniel Goldfarb, who directs 

the program for the Wildlife 

Habitat Council.  ñWe are not 

just training seasonal workers 

to do landscaping jobs,ò he 

says.  ñThey are learning to 

identify habitats and 

ecosystems, control and 

eradicate invasive species, do 

brush cutting and use 

chainsaws, obtain 

certification in herbicide 

application, and we plan to 

provide prescribed fire and 

wildfire training and certification this fall.  

There is a growing demand for these types 

of skills.ò 

An important part of the program is to 

introduce the workers to a variety of work 

experiences and potential employers, 

including non-profit organizations, 

governmental entities, and private 

ecological restoration companies.  They 

have done invasive species eradication for the Town of 

Portage.  They have removed logjams in the Little 

Calumet River, working with the Town of Porter and the 

non-profit Northwest Indiana Paddling Association.  

They have established a native garden at the Franklin 

Academy Middle School in East Chicago, working with 

employees from the BP Whiting Refinery.  And they 

have spent about three days a week working at various 

stewardship tasks on Shirley Heinze nature preserves. 

ñThe Green Jobs guys have given us a real boost 

this summer,ò says SHLT stewardship manager Paul 

Quinlan.  ñThey brought useful skills with them, and 

theyôve shown a strong desire to work and learn.  There 

is no task weôve given them that they havenôt picked up 

quickly and performed well.ò 

Stewardship assistant Jim Erdelac, who usually 

supervises the workers on their SHLT days, is equally 

enthusiastic about the program.  ñIôve really been 

impressed by these guys and have enjoyed working with 

them.  Theyôve done an amazing amount of work for us.  

Weôve never had a more productive summer.ò 

Clearly itôs been a positive 

experience for both the workers 

and the Heinze Trust.  We hope 

the project succeeds in its 

ultimate goal of helping these 

deserving men use their newly 

acquired skills to find long-

term employment.  ƿ 

HARD TIMES REQUIRE F RESH IDEAS 
Laid Off Workers Learn New Skills in the Preserves 
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 Leslie Shad has lived and worked 

around the country and around the world.  

She is actively engaged in environmental, 

legal, and philanthropic issues of global 

significance.  Yet she also understands the 

importance of local activism.  She 

volunteers at her childrenôs schools, and 

she cares about land conservation in 

Northwest Indiana. 

 Leslie grew up in New York City, 

studied in Massachusetts and London, and 

worked in Kansas City, New York City, 

and Amsterdam.  Before getting her law 

degree, she had a brief career as a 

newspaper reporter. She was General 

Counsel of the international charitable 

organization, CARE, and now works for 

CARE from her home in Evanston, 

Illinois.  She handles a wide range of legal 

issues in the United States and overseas, 

particularly Africa.  CARE tries to 

improve the world by focusing on women 

and girls, although it also has programs for 

men and boys.  Leslie says, ñwhen poor 

women have some education, savings, 

health, and personal well-being, it 

translates to their children attending 

school, higher nutritional levels for 

children, lower child mortality, and lower 

birth rates.ò 

 Leslieôs interest in the outdoors goes 

back to childhood.  ñWe did a lot of 

camping out as a family,ò she recalls, ñand 

we spent our summers in the Berkshires in 

Massachusetts.ò  Leslie is also active, as a 

member of the Board of Directors, with the 

National Wildlife Federation, an 

organization engaged not only in habitat 

preservation but also in global warming 

issues and national energy policy. 

 Leslieôs link to Northwest Indiana 

comes through her husband, Joe Brennan, 

who is also a lawyer. When Joe was a 

small boy, his mother and aunts would 

come from their southside Chicago 

neighborhood to spend their summers in 

the Dunes.  Heôs loved the area ever since.  

When Leslie and Joe established their 

Evanston home, they also wanted a 

summer place in the area:  close enough to 

the beach for Joe to be on the Dunes, but 

also in the woods for Leslie to garden, 

watch the birds, bats, and bugs.  They 

found that second home in Duneland 

Beach, and they have been part-time 

residents there since 1999. 

 It was a bit of luck that introduced 

Leslie to Shirley Heinze Land Trust.  

While walking her dogs near her Dunes 

home a few years ago, she happened 

across some farmland that was about to be 

developed.  She researched local agencies 

that might save the land, and ultimately 

she contacted us. 

 Even though the land didnôt meet our 

acquisition criteria, Leslie liked what she 

learned about the Heinze Trust.  ñI had 

wanted some engagement with a local 

environmental charity,ô she says, and 

Shirley Heinze proved to be a good fit.  

Leslie was impressed by SHLTôs analysis 

of what land is biologically important to 

protect and why.  ñIt shows careful 

stewardship of funds,ò she says, ñand an 

understanding, locally, of which pieces of 

the planet are the most crucial.ò  Leslie and 

Joe have been strong supporters ever since.  

Their generosity ï along with that of many 

other donors ï was instrumental in our 

successful acquisition of a 40-acre addition 

to Ambler Flatwoods Nature Preserve this 

summer. 

 Weôre happy to welcome Leslie and 

Joe ï and their three kids, two dogs, 

budgies, and a turtle ï into our extended 

family.  ƿ 

LESLIE SHAD :  

  Making a Difference at Home and Abroad 
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REMEMBERING A GREAT FRIEND AND MENTOR:  

EMMA BICKHAM PITCHER  
by Barbara Plampin 

 

Before her 1987 move to Kalamazoo, Emma Bickham ñBickieò Pitcher was the preeminent Duneland naturalist-

educator, imparting bird and plant lore to numerous devoted followers.  Somehow Bickie and I got to taking weekly 

hikes, hikes which transformed me from a wildflower amateur into a botanist who sometimes gets paid. 

These were pre-GPS days.  In 1984 the National Lakeshore had hired professional botanists to find, map, and report 

on the many special ñlost plantsò (like ladyôs slippers) reported by botanists as far back as the 1890s but not seen since.  

Bickie had an inquiring mind, she had access to the botanistsô maps, and she hoped to find where the ñlost plantsò 

survived and perhaps find plants the botanists had missed. 

We adopted fame flower (Talinum rugospermum), a starry-flowered, fleshy-leaved Portulaca cousin which 

Linnaeus could have planted in his floral clock garden, because it opens at 3 pm.  The 1935 herbarium label for the 

species gave bloom time as August 6 and location as an open sandy area north of a railroad just east of the Lake County 

line. We checked records, consulted technical manuals, and, most important, fixed its image firmly in our minds.  

Finding no results east of the county line, we forgot about fame flower. 

But, on August 21, 1985, at 11 am, we stumbled upon the fleshy, bridge-pencil leaves on a sandy, south-facing 

slope north of the same railroad but west of the county line.  Weôd found fame flower before it opened.  Noel Pavlovic, 

now of the U.S. Geological Survey, subsequently wrote his PhD thesis on Talinum.   

Continuing our weekly expeditions in the Lakeshore, we contributed enough plant sightings to Dr. Gerould 

Wilhelm, who was writing a report on Lakeshore flora, that he nicknamed us ñThe BP Patrol.ò 

Bickie taught me to use a dichotomous key and a meter square, and she familiarized me with local botanical 

literature, passing on several important plant lists, items later helpful to the present Lakeshore botanist.  Thanks to her 

gift of thousands of slides (now SHLT property), I became an educator, too.  I became someone likely to know plant 

locations and thus accompanied scientific visitors, such as Sally Weeks from Purdue, when she was looking for material 

for her tree and shrub books.  I am the senior author of five rare plant reports for the Lakeshore, three with another 

Pitcher student, past SHLT president Myrna Newgent.  I also write a ñPlant Detectiveò column for the Indiana Native 

Plant and Wildflower Society Journal. 

On her frequent visits to a daughter 

living in the Arctic, Bickie became an 

expert on Arctic flora.  What joy when 

she invited me to spend eight days plant 

hunting on Baffin Island.  What fun we 

had on all our expeditions.  I can still 

see Bickieôs eyes grow round and hear 

her ñHot dawg!ò when someone found a 

good plant.  ƿ 

Emma Bickham Pitcher 
September 20, 1915 ï April 15, 2010 

A Remarkable Woman and 

a Great Educator 
 

Shirley Heinze Land Trust hosted a 

ñCelebration of the Life of Emma Pitcherò 

to honor her memory on August 8, 2010. 

WISH LIST 
 

 

Consider making a monetary donation to help purchase... 

 

Truck - needed for eventual replacement of our 1998 truck 

that has more than 160,000 miles ($6,771 in donations have 

been raised to date for the truck fund.)  

ATV fire pump attachment ï needed for controlled 

burns conducted by SHLT and other partners for 

prescribed burn management activities (total cost 

$7,000) 

ATV winch, snow plow, and windshield ï needed to enhance recent ATV 

donation for activities, such as clearing nature preserve trails and parking lots 

in the wintertime (total cost $1,600)  

New Computer Server ï needed for upgrade of existing system that was 

installed in 2004 (total cost $1,183) 

  

Contributions to the Heinze Land Trust are tax deductible. 

Call us at  (219) 879ï 4725.   

September 11 

Community Hike at Ambler Flatwoods  
 

September 17  

Conservation Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 

at Indianapolis 
 

September 25 

Adopt-A-Beach Cleanup at Indiana Dunes State 

Park 
 

October 2-5 

Land Trust Alliance National Rally at Hartford, 

Connecticut 
 

October 16 

Donor Appreciation Hike & Luncheon at Bur 

Oak Woods  

Upcoming Events 
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Shirley Heinze Land 

Trust acquired a 40-acre 

addition to Ambler 

Flatwoods Nature Preserve 

in August, bringing the 

total protected area at that 

site to more than 350 acres.  

The new parcel is a diverse 

mix of poorly-drained 

flatwoods, black oak 

woodland, and second-

growth forest.  Located on 

busy State Road 212, it 

could easily have been lost 

to industrial or commercial 

development if we hadnôt 

acted to protect it. 

When the property 

came on the market, we 

immediately recognized its 

importance to the success 

of our boreal flatwoods 

project, and we were 

determined to get it.  But its 

appraised value was well over a quarter million dollars, and while the asking price was somewhat less than that, it 

was still an enormous sum for us.  Rather than risk losing it, however, we signed a purchase agreement contingent 

on our acquisition of the necessary funds, even though we had no guaranteed source of money.  A generous 

supporter loaned us the $5,000 we needed to make the earnest payment. 

We pinned our hopes on getting a grant to finance the purchase, and we confidently submitted an application to 

that end.  Those plans ultimately fell through, however, when we were informed that our project had not been 

selected for funding.  We were left with empty pockets and a purchase agreement that would expire in a few short 

months.  It was a disappointment, but we didnôt lose hope. 

Where do you go when you desperately need help?  You go to your friends, and thatôs just what we did.  We 

approached our long-time partner, the Indiana Chapter of The Nature Conservancy, and they responded generously, 

just as they have so many times in the past.  TNC pledged a gift that covered one-half the asking price for the 

purchase, giving us an enormous head start toward achieving our goal. 

We then went to our donor base and made direct appeals to many of our reliable contributors, an effort that 

raised a sizeable amount of money.  Next we made the Ambler acquisition the focus of our ñFunding the Causeò 

paddle auction at the 2010 summer benefit, and more than 90 donors answered the call.  Finally, another supporter 

offered an interest-free loan to cover any gap that might remain between the purchase price and funds actually 

raised. 

That final bit of generosity assured us of success, and on August 9 we closed the deal on the acquisition of this 

precious parcel of land.  It was a stunning success for Shirley Heinze Land Trust.  It took a little luck, a lot of 

perseverance, and wonderful support from our conservation partners and supporters.  We thank you all for making 

it happen!   

 PS.  Weôre still looking for funds to pay off the loan that put us over the top.  ƿ 

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS  
 

TNC & Individual Donors Make Ambler Addition a Reality  
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A GOOD MAN  

IN THE FIELD  
 

Danny Robertson, a senior at 

Purdue University in West 

Lafayette, has been our part-time 

stewardship assistant this summer.  

Heôs from Plymouth, Indiana, and 

will be returning to campus in 

September to complete a degree in 

natural resources and 

environmental science. 

Danny arrived with some 

valuable experience already in 

hand, having worked the previous 

summer in a similar capacity with 

DNR regional ecologist John 

Ervin.  Danny has been assigned 

the full range of responsibilities on 

our preserves this summer.  ñHeôs 

a quick learner and a reliable 

worker,ò notes stewardship chief 

Paul Quinlan.  ñWe can count on 

him to take on any task assigned 

and get the job done.ò 

Danny has found his summer 

with Shirley Heinze to be ña pretty 

great experience.  Paul and Jim are 

hard working and good people to 

work withò he says.  ñThe work 

theyôve done has produced a really 

dramatic difference at the 

preserves.  Iôm happy to be a part 

of it.ò 

Dannyôs plans after 

graduation are uncertain at the 

moment.  We wish him well during 

his senior year at Purdue, and 

weôre glad weôve had a chance to 

get to know him.  ƿ 

VOLUNTEER  WORKDAYS ... 
 

Oct. 9, 2010  Cressmoor    Collecting seeds 

Nov. 6, 2010  Greiner     Brush removal from fen 

Dec. 11, 2010  Bur Oak Woods   Savanna restoration 
 

You can also contact Jim Erdelac for volunteer work assignments that fit your schedule.  He 

can get you started on an independent project, or you may be able to work as part of the crew 

for a day.  Reach him at the office at 219-879-4725 or by e-mail volunteer@heinzetrust.org.  

 

Contact Jim at 219-879-4725,  

or check our website www.heinzetrust.org for details & directions. 

 

All event times are from  10 a.m. to 3 p.m. (Central Time) 

All events are open to any and all volunteers. 

GIRL SCOUTS HONORED FOR AMBLER PROJECT  
 

Four Chesterton High School seniors recently earned their Gold Award, Girl 

Scoutingôs highest honor, by completing a conservation project at Ambler 

Flatwoods.  The girls - Brittney Biddle, Christa Cundiff, Emily Pavlovic, and 

Hayley Trezzo ï will all be starting college this fall. 

The project was a multi-faceted effort covering two years.  The girls took on 

many tasks, including the installation of protective tubes on tree seedlings, 

organizing work days, cutting and chipping woody invasives, and building a 

board walk.  They earned money to support the project through a rummage sale, 

bake sales, and a car wash.  Former SHLT board member Bill Schaudt, a retired 

Chesterton High School teacher, assisted the girls with planning. 

Congratulations, girls.  You did a great job!   ƿ 

LOVE BLOOMS  

ON THE PRAIRIE  
 

Stewardship Assistant Jim Erdelac married 

Samantha Narjes in June.  The two met while 

Samantha was working as a part-time assistant for 

SHLT in 2008.  She now is employed by Save the 

Dunes.  The couple honeymooned in Yellowstone 

National Park, and they are making their home in 

Portage.  We wish Jim and Sam a long and happy 

life together.  ƿ 



S ILVER ANNIVERSARY FOR 

HIKE PROGRAM 
 

This year we celebrate the 25th anniversary of 

the popular Shirley Heinze Land Trust hike program. 

Naturalist Emma ñBickieò Pitcher (see page 3) started 

the program in 1985, and in the beginning it was called 

ñSpring Fling.ò  The first hike stepped off on April 14 of 

that year, with Bickie leading some 15 participants on an 

exploration of  4,000 years of habitat change at West Beach. 

Bickie came up with the ñSpring Flingò concept, 

because she thought the public deserved a better product 

than the interpretive programming that was available locally  

 

 

 

 

 

at the time.  Shirley Heinze Environmental Fund (as we 

were then called) happily agreed to become the vehicle 

through which her dream came to life. 

Bickie led all the early hikes.  When she left the Dunes 

in 1987 for a new home in Michigan, Bickie turned 

leadership over to Barbara Plampin, who eventually led 

dozens of hikes (usually alongside another SHLT stalwart, 

Myrna Newgent) and still remains intimately involved in 

planning the annual hike series. 

The program has evolved over the years, but Bickie 

Pitcherôs principles are still followed.  There is a strong 

educational component, and each hike has a purpose.  The 

goal could be to learn about an unusual natural community, 

to search for a rare species, or to add to the plant inventory 

of a newly protected property.  These outings were never 

intended to be casual strolls through the woods; they were ï 

and are ï serious educational endeavors. 

Summer and fall hikes were soon added to the original 

spring format.  While wildflowers have always been a major 

feature, many hikes focused on other specialties:  birds, 

butterflies, amphibians, mushrooms, dragonflies, mosses, 

trees.  Day-long excursions were occasionally added, often 

to special natural areas in Michigan or Illinois. 

We have visited bogs and fens, prairies and savannas, 

woodlands and high dunes, and we have explored globally 

rare landscape features, such as pannes and dune & swale.  

Destinations have included numerous sites in Indiana Dunes 

National Lakeshore and Dunes State Park, SHLT properties, 

state nature preserves, and many rarely visited locations not 

normally accessible to the public. 

The long and impressive list of hike leaders includes 

renowned Chicago-area botanists Floyd Swink and Gerould 

Wilhelm.  Scientists from many venerable institutions have 

volunteered their efforts:  the Field Museum of Natural 

History, Morton Arboretum, Indiana Academy of Sciences, 

Indiana University Northwest, Indiana Dunes National 

Lakeshore, The Nature Conservancy, Dunes State Park, U.S. 

Geological Survey.  The Indiana DNRôs Division of Nature 

Preserves has been generous in providing hike leaders, 

including regional ecologist Tom Post, who has led a hike 

nearly every year since 1997.  Dunelandôs most prominent 

bird expert, Ken Brock, has 

led numerous outings. 

The hike program has 

also spawned new ventures, 

including occasional botanist-

led courses on grasses, 

sedges, trees, or selected 

plant families like the 

composites.  Each year we 

now entertain neighbors of 

our nature preserves with 

special community hikes, 

and our annual donor 

appreciation hike also 

features guided nature 

walks.  These too evolved 

from that original ñSpring 

Fling.ò 

 This yearôs hike 

season has now come to a 

close, but you can look 

forward to more exciting 

new destinations and 

opportunities in 2011.  ƿ 

Bird Hike at Dunes State Park  

Community Hike at Ivanhoe South  

Legendary Botanist Floyd 

Swink at a 1999 Hike.  
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Conservation Hall of Fame 

Life Board Member Irene Herlocker-Meyer has been 

named to the Indiana Conservation Hall of Fame.  She 

was cited for her role in protecting Hoosier Prairie Nature 

Preserve, Indianaôs largest and finest example of tallgrass 

prairie habitat.  Former Executive Director Charlotte 

Read was also named (along with her husband Herb) in 

honor of her lifelong efforts to save the Indiana Dunes.  

Advisory Council member Lee Botts was part of the 

inaugural Hall of Fame class in 2009. 

 

Ivanhoe South Trailhead Dedication  

A new parking lot and trailhead improvements at Ivanhoe 

South Nature Preserve in Gary were dedicated at a 

ceremony on May 15.  The new features were funded 

through a Legacy Foundation grant, which was matched 

by individual donations. 

 

Field Museum Partnership 

The Heinze Trust and Chicagoôs Field Museum of 

Natural History are partnering to present a series of 

training workshops for stewardship volunteers.  The first 

event, which focused on plant identification, was held 

August 21 at Cressmoor Prairie Nature Preserve. 

 

Invasive Species Council 

Executive Director Kris Krouse has been named by 

Indiana Governor Mitch Daniels to serve on the stateôs 

newly formed Invasive Species Council. 

 

Save the Dunes & SHLT Share Restoration Grant 

The Great Lakes Restoration Initiative has awarded Save 

the Dunes and the Heinze Trust a $200,000 grant to 

support restoration work on properties owned by the two 

entities in the Hobart Marsh area of Lake County.  The 

Land Trust Alliance assisted in the development of the 

proposal. 

 

ñSustain Our Great Lakesò Grant 
The Sustain Our Great Lakes Program, a public-private 

partnership comprising ArcelorMittal Steel, the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish & 

Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and the 

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, has provided 

$31,377 to SHLT for wetland restoration at Coulter 

Preserve and our project areas in Beverly Shores and 

Miller. 

 

Wedding Bells 

SHLT Board Member Steve Barker was married in 

August to Nicole Kamins, the newly named Executive 

Director of Save the Dunes.  

 

Smooth Jazz Benefit Concert 

Playing before a near-sellout crowd at Valparaisoôs 

Memorial Opera House on March 20, Latin guitarist 

Bryan Lubeck and his band raised more than $5,000 to 

support SHLT programs.  ƿ 

LITTLE CAL & COULTER  

PRESERVES ALSO GROW 
 

We purchased an 11-acre addition to the 

Little Calumet Wetland Project  in Chesterton 

in March 2010.  Funds for the purchase were 

raised entirely through individual donations by 

SHLT supporters and friends of the project.  The 

new addition increases our holdings at the site to 

42 acres, and it will make public access to the 

property much easier.  We hope to develop the 

site as a center for outdoor recreation and 

environmental education. 

Joseph Costanza generously donated 1.47 

acres along County Line Road in Portage to 

SHLT in May 2010.  The land provides buffer to 

John Merle Coulter Preserve.  This state-

dedicated nature preserve, now totaling well over 

90 acres, is a hotbed of diversity, boasting over 

400 species of plants.  ƿ Stewardship Chief Paul Quinlan leads a hike. 

ODDS AND ENDS 


